CBRNe World visits the Lieutenant Terry facility in Fort Leonard

Wood to see the variety of training on offer

Ime and a place
for everything

the Terry facility. Yes, you might

have seen aspects of it at “Nubich”
in Rieti, Italy, or parts of it at Namur,
Belgium, but we are hard pressed to
think where you get all the aspects on
this scale. Stalin said that “Quantity has
a quality all of its own”, and scale is a
big part of the Terry facility. It has 22.5
acres devoted to the new counter-
terrorist/insurgency mission that the
military faces, and in 2010 another
20,000 square feet will be added to the
facility as they build more classrooms
and decon facilities. It is rare to find a
CBRN school running at under
capacity, but it would be more difficult
to find a school running at such over
capacity as the Terry centre; there will
be 5,000 students in 2009 and an
expected 7,000 in 2010, and it was built
with a capacity of 1,500!

I tis difficult not to be impressed with

This increase in scale has to be seen
as part of the changing mission set;
when the site was first planned, about
ten years ago, it was for the Civil Support
Teams (CST) and as such was going to be
devoted to their support to the civilian
forces mission. As Iraq and Afghanistan
continued, it became rapidly apparent
that the mission set had changed for US
and allied forces; no longer was it the
case that the military did not involve
itself in foreign civilian matters. As the
mission has grown, so has the need for a
wider spread of people to be trained in a
far more diverse range of scenarios. So
not only does the Terry facility train the
CSTs, it also trains Technical Escort
(Tech Escort), US Air Force Disaster
Preparedness and US Coast Guard Strike
team, for example. As you might expect
with a facility that is so over capacity
(though the 2010 extension will ease

this) there is no huge need for foreign
students, though the Center has already
trained two Republic of Korea soldiers.
The facility does two qualifications
(the International Fire Service
Accreditation and the DoD Hazmat
Technician Course) and three homeland
security courses (Civil Support Skills,
CBRN Responder and Mass Decon) and
two Iraq and Afghanistan-focused
courses (Tech Escort and Dismounted
Recce). Each individual who attends the
courses will do five written tests and five
accompanying practical tests — based on
their written ones — and has the
opportunity to take each test twice. The
written tests are all multiple choice and
PC-based, held in three classrooms, all of
which can be split into two. The practical
ones, meanwhile, make use of the Terry
Center’s extensive outdoor capability and
their internal decon warehouses. CST

‘Well | didn't see it! The Terry centre has a range of scenarios to test the students.” ©CBRNe World
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